
SUPPORTING  FAMILIES 
WITH  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
TO  LEARN  TOGETHER



THE PROBLEM
Learning begins long before a child 
ever walks through the door of their 
first classroom. The most critical brain 
development occurs from conception to 
age three. It is influenced by the mother 
and child’s nutrition and health, as well as 
by interactions with parents and the world 
around them. Better parenting skills and 
stimulation are linked to higher school 
attendance, lower rates of repetition, better 
test scores, and higher grade completion.

In Cambodia, only 18 percent of  
pre-primary school aged children are 
enrolled and participate in Early Childhood 
Care and Development (ECCD) services 
while children aged 3 to 5 years old 
represent 33%. Less than half of all children 
enrolled in primary school actually complete 
their primary education, and many leave 
school without being able to read. 

Since pre-primary school opportunities 
are limited in Cambodia, a viable strategy 
is to support parents to provide better 
stimulation, care and learning to their 
young children. Home-based ECCD 

parents. In addition, Save the Children is 
providing ToT training on home-based 
ECCD to teachers and CCWC to enable 
them to build the capacity of lead parents. 

The project is procuring and or developing 
high quality books and learning aids for young 
children and their parents. These books are 
given to families (on average three per 
family), who are supported to use them by 
attending peer-led sessions in which parents 
learn about child development and master 
early stimulation techniques that they can 
use to help their child develop. 

helps parents realise the importance of 
the child’s environment. It builds parents’ 
confidence and gives them the knowledge, 
skills and experience they need to help 
their children develop physically, mentally, 
socially and emotionally. 

OUR RESPONSE
First Read, with technical guidance from 
Save the Children UK, is working in over 
1,000 villages in Kampong Cham, Prey Veng 
and Kratie provinces to help poor and 
marginalised children learn and develop to 
their full potential. First Read works with 
Provincial and District Offices of Education, 
schools, Commune Committees for 
Women and Children, parents, and local 
NGOs to support the home-based ECCD 
services. We train lead parents 
on early stimulation for child 
development, child health and 
nutrition, as well as children’s 
cognitive, social and emotional 
development. These lead parents 
are supporting their children’s 
development and providing  
peer-to-peer support to other 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
So far, Save the Children supported more than 16,380 children aged 
0-under 6 years old to access home-based ECCD and has trained 
more than 2,800 core mothers and mother group leaders to support 
their children with early stimulation and the establishment of home-
based parent groups. We have also produced almost 70,000 copies 
of children books with different titles which we’ve distributed to 
parents. In addition, it is expected that over 400,000 children and 
almost 300,000 adults have indirect access to First Read’s learning and 
reading materials as a result of increased production and availability 
of reading materials. 

PARTICIPANTS
Save the Children is directly supporting 51,000 children aged 
from 0-6years and 800 adults including trainers, provincial office 
of education staff, teacher, writers, members of Commune 
Committee for Women and Children, Publishers and illustrators.

PARTNERS
Save the Children is working with Save the Children UK through 
the support of Prudence Foundation, the Ministry of Education 
Youth and Sport, the Pre-School Teacher Training Center, Sipar, 
Watnakpheap, the local publishers, writers, and illustrators.

TIMEFRAME
February 2013 to January 2016
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